We must always copy nature and learn how to see her
rightly. This is why we ought to study the antique and
the great masters; not to imitate them, but, I repeat, to
learn how to see.

Do you imagine I send you to the Louvre to find what
is called ' Ideal beauty,5 a thing outside nature ?

INGRES (from DELABORDE)

No man of Sense ever supposes that copying from
Nature is the Art of Painting; if Art is no more than this,
it is no better than any other Manual Labour; anybody
may do it & the fool often will do it best as it is a work
of no Mind.

BLAKE

Spiritual War: Israel deliver'd from Egypt, is Art
deliver'd from Nature & Imitation.

BLAKE

After having spent years striving to be accurate, we
must spend as many more in discovering when and how
to be inaccurate.

SAMUEL BUTLER (from The Notebooks)

I   have   not  tried   to   reproduce   Nature:   I   have
represented it.
CEZANNE
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